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•

GREEN LIGHT TO DEVELOP MORE SPECIALIST EDUCATION PLACES

On 29 January 2019, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet agreed recommendations to move forward with creating
more specialist education places in Suffolk. Suffolk will need between 300 to 400 places for children with
additional needs between now and 2020, and this figure is likely to continue to increase. The demand for
specialist education places in Suffolk is rising rapidly due to the county’s population growth, advances in
medicine, and the increasing complexity of specialist needs.
The recommendations include three new special schools and 36 specialist units attached to existing
mainstream schools, which combined will create over 800 new specialist education places in the county. The
Cabinet also agreed that a clarified education pathway for specialist provision is created to assist families in
understanding what the local offer is. Following the approval of the recommendations, the proposal to borrow
up to £45.1 million to fund the new places will now go to the county council’s Capital Strategy Group to be
reviewed. If agreed, the decision will go back to Cabinet in the Spring for final sign-off so the recommendations
can be rolled out.
•

SUFFOLK’S ROADS WARMING TO £300,000 THERMAL PATCHING TECHNOLOGY

Suffolk Highways is celebrating road repair success following a £300,000 investment in Nu-phalt Thermal
Patching technology. The investment, which has been funded from the extra £9.67 million received from
central government in the autumn, has aided the county’s Highways teams to carry out more effective, longerlasting repairs to Suffolk’s road surface. Over the last month, Suffolk Highways has deployed three thermal
road repair machines which have repaired approximately 1,700 potholes county-wide.
The process includes an eight-minute heating cycle of the road surrounding the defect allowing for the existing
road surface to be heated to 200 Celsius. The surface is then raked, topped up with bitumen binder and preheated material, then compacted. This all takes place within the service’s much-favoured 15-minute
temporary closure. The process does not require excavation of the highway, meaning no dust or noise, and
better still, no waste material. The result also means there are no surface joints, which can be prone to faster
deterioration. Following its success, Suffolk Highways is now looking to accommodate this technology by
adapting some of its own fleet to self-deliver this repair technique from March.
Beyond the investment in Nu-phalt Thermal Patching technology, the £9.67m of funding will enable a
programme of work. This includes improvements and repairs to the pavements in the town centres of
Stowmarket, Felixstowe and Haverhill and drainage work to solve long-term flooding problems on the A12 –
Wangford bypass, the A143 – Bury St Edmunds Compiegne Way, and the A1120 – Cedars Link Stowmarket.
The funding will also be used for better quality, long-lasting white lining on the:
• A146 Lowestoft
• A1092
• A1021
• A1141
• A1095
• A1120.

On rural roads, when preparing roads for next summer’s surface dressing, the funding will allow for work to
clear drains and gullies, cut back hedges, cut grips and clean signs.
•

OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE BY SUFFOLK STUDENTS

On 24 January 2019, the Department for Education published revised GCSE and A Level results.
GCSE
Suffolk has risen in national league tables for students in the county achieving the standard GCSE pass in
English and Maths. Today’s validated figures from the Department for Education confirm that 1% more
students in Suffolk are achieving the expected standards in English and Maths at GCSE compared with last
year. Since 2015 there has been a change to the way that English and Maths GCSEs are graded. Results are
now graded from 9 to 1, (previously A to G) with 9 being the highest and 1 being the lowest.
The expected standard for pupils to achieve is now a grade 4 (a standard pass) and above (previously a C grade
and above), with grade 5 considered a ‘strong pass’. These changes will be phased in to cover all subjects by
2020. 64% of students in Suffolk are now achieving the expected standard in English and Maths, putting Suffolk
in the top half of authorities achieving this standard.
GCSE progress remains above average and Suffolk students have seen a steep increase this year with a
Progress 8 score of +0.08, compared with -0.02 nationally. This figure puts Suffolk in the number 1 position in
our statistical neighbour group.
Progress 8 measures how well pupils of all abilities have progressed by comparing them with students who
achieved similar levels in Key Stage 2 across the country. Suffolk is in the top half of authorities for this figure,
ranked 42nd out of 151.
The percentage of disadvantaged pupils in the county achieving the standard pass in English and Maths is in
line with national figures. The Progress 8 figure for disadvantaged pupils is also above the national level and
is in the top half of authorities, ranked 42nd out of 151 (up from 67th in 2016).
A Level
The validated A Level figures confirm that Suffolk pupils have once again performed well with the number of
A*- E grades remaining above the national average figures. The figures show that 98.1% of A Levels taken in
the county have been awarded an A*-E grade, compared to 97.6% nationally. A Level attainment is measured
by the Department for Education using a points system. Points are given based on the type of A Level and the
grade achieved. For example, an A Level at grade A is worth 50 points, whereas an AS Level would be worth
half of this. Suffolk’s A Level average points per entry this year has risen by 0.3 to 30.3 compared with this
time last year.
•

LOCAL COUNCILS URGE PEOPLE TO TAKE PART IN SIZEWELL C CONSULTATION

People in east Suffolk are invited to take part in the latest round of consultation about the Sizewell C nuclear
power station. EDF Energy’s Stage 3 Public Consultation launched on 4 January 2019 and runs for 12 weeks,
ending on 29 March 2019. Suffolk Coastal District Council and Suffolk County Council have stressed the need
for everyone to take an active part in the consultation. This stage of the consultation process seeks views on
the development needed to enable construction, and EDF Energy reveal proposals and various options for
road and rail improvements in the area that would be affected by the construction of such development
Suffolk Coastal District Council and Suffolk County Council are key members of the Sizewell C Joint Local
Authority Group (JLAG), which was established to facilitate a joint local authority approach to the challenges

and opportunities that will result from the construction and operation of the proposed new nuclear power
station. The councils have pledged to help and support town and parish councils to ensure they have their say
during the 12-week public consultation.
On Tuesday 22 January 2019, community leaders from across east Suffolk came together to offer initial
observations, discuss views, and raise questions with members of JLAG. Over 100 attendees, representing
around 30 town and parish councils attended the event. Many aspects of EDF Energy’s consultation proposals
were raised during question and answer sessions and round table discussions.
People can view:

•

•

the joint response previously submitted to EDF Energy at Stage 2

•

EDF Energy’s Stage 3 consultation materials

SCC’S COMMITMENT TO IPSWICH REITERATED AS 3 BRIDGES PROJECT PROVES UNAFFORDABLE

On 29 January 2019, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet agreed the recommendations of a report on the Upper
Orwell Crossings and reconfirmed its commitment to regenerating Ipswich’s Waterfront.
The report, which explains how extensive work to secure additional financial backing for the three bridges
project has been unsuccessful, recommended that the existing project be stopped, and that instead the
Executive Director for Growth Highways and Infrastructure, in consultation with the Cabinet Member for
Ipswich Communities and Waste, work with partners to deliver crossings B and C in the Waterfront area.
Suffolk County Council will continue to underwrite a maximum of £10.8 million, the balance of their previous
commitment, and will require other significant local contributions to enable the project to go ahead.
•

10,000 HOMES SAY ‘NO’ TO COLD CALLERS

Suffolk Trading Standards recently gave out its 10,000th No Cold Calling sticker, just four years after launching
the campaign. The stickers are placed on a homeowner’s front door to declare that the resident does not want
uninvited traders to call at their property. The Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008,
state that traders who approach a resident after having seen the sticker, are committing an offence. Further
details on No Cold Calling zones and how to get a No Cold Calling sticker can be found at www.suffolk.gov.uk.
•

PLACES AVAILABLE FOR “LIFE CHANGING” GREAT EAST SWIM

The Great East Swim programme is ideal for anyone who would like to become more active and is ready to
make that change in their life. There are 96 places available on the 2019 programme, which starts in March
and culminates on the 22 June 2019 at the Great East Swim at Alton Water reservoir near Ipswich.
The programme is open to individuals who are aged 18 years and over who are not currently physically active.
The programme take place at Crown Pools in Ipswich and Haverhill Leisure Centre, Haverhill, between March
and June. This will be the eighth year that the programme has been run, during which time over 370 individuals
looking to make a positive change to their health and wellbeing have completed the challenge of swimming
either half a mile or 1 mile in open water at the Great East Swim.
The 2019 programme is delivered in partnership with, Suffolk County Council, Ipswich Borough Council,
Abbeycroft Leisure Trust, Suffolk Sport and Allied Health professionals.

Individuals who sign up for the programme will receive an extensive package of support which aims to provide
them with the confidence, stamina and self-belief to complete their personal challenge and become active for
life. The package of support includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Three months fully supported training with professional swimming coaches
Three months free membership to one of the participating leisure centres
Free fast track physiotherapy support and strength and conditioning classes
Free entry to the Great East Swim 2019
Free wetsuit hire
Pre-event open water training session/s
All the encouragement and advice required from the programme team

Valued at over £200 per participant, the opportunities are being made available at a small one-off charge of
£30 per person.
To apply for a place on the programme, people can visit www.suffolksport.com/greateastswim and complete
the registration form. The programme coordinator will then be in touch directly to discuss the programme in
more detail. Applications close on Friday 22 March 2019.
For further information or questions please contact me at: stephen.burroughes@suffolk.gov.uk
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